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Chapter 2 : Foundations of the American Political System                                                                                                     Lesson 2: Developing a Republican Government 

 

   Unit 6: Citizenship in American History and Government 

Handout 1: Comparing Ideas About Government 
 
Natural Rights Philosophy Classical Republicanism James Madison 
Stressed the rights of the individual to life, 
liberty, and property. 

Stressed promoting the common good 
above the rights of the individual. 

People are motivated by self-interest. 

Stressed that human nature is such that 
individual behavior is motivated by self-
interest. 

Stressed that the individual should by 
motivated by civic virtue. 

Self-interest can further the common 
good. 

Stressed that society is a collection of 
individuals, each sharing the same right to 
pursue his or her own welfare. 

Limited individual rights to privacy, belief, 
expression, and opportunities to read, 
think, and earn money. If people had 
freedom to do such things, they might 
stop being reliable and fully dedicated to 
the common good. 

When individuals pursue their economic 
self-interest, it will contribute to general 
prosperity. 

Stressed that people’s opportunities 
should not be limited by the situation or 
group into which they are born. 

Discouraged diversity of beliefs, wealth, 
and ways of life. Stressed small 
communities where people know and care 
for each other. Discouraged citizens from 
traveling, earning money, and reading  
and thinking about things that had nothing 
to do with their governments. 

Sometimes self-interest works against the 
common good. Government must guard 
against this.  

Stressed the main purpose of government 
should be to protect natural rights. The 
state existed to serve the interests of the 
individual. 

Stressed avoiding the formation of 
factions or interest groups that might 
endanger the common good. Stressed 
that citizens should participate fully in the 
government to promote the common 
good. 

Governments should be elected by a large 
number of people, not special groups. 

To preserve natural rights, governments 
guarantee specific Rights, such as civil 
rights (freedom of conscience and privacy)    
and political rights (vote, run for office). 

Stressed the importance of political rights 
such as voting, expressing ideas and 
opinions about government, and serving 
in public office. 

Government should be limited by 
separation of powers and a system of 
checks and balances. 

 



CHAPTER 2: FOUNDATIONS OF THE AMERICAN POLITICAL SYSTEM

LESSON 2:
DEVELOPING REPUBLICAN GOVERNMENT 

Learning Objectives

Inquire Phase

• Examine how the ideas of classical republicanism 
influenced the Founders’ ideas of what kind of 
government they wanted

• Distinguish between classical republicanism and the 
natural rights philosophy

• Evaluate how the ideas and traditions of historical eras 
supported the Founders’ thinking about natural rights 
and classical republicanism

Learning Objectives continued on next slide



CHAPTER 2: FOUNDATIONS OF THE AMERICAN POLITICAL SYSTEM

LESSON 2:
DEVELOPING REPUBLICAN GOVERNMENT 

Inquire Phase

• Explore how James Madison refined the ideas of 
classical republicanism to meet the needs of the new 
Americans 

• Define key words: Age of Enlightenment, capitalism, 
Christendom, civic virtue, classical republicanism, 
common good, established religion, factions, 
hierarchical, Judeo-Christian, Middle Ages, mixed 
government, nation-state, papacy, providence, public 
and private morality, Reformation, Renaissance, 
representative democracy, 
secular governments

Learning Objectives (Cont’d)



CHAPTER 2: FOUNDATIONS OF THE AMERICAN POLITICAL SYSTEM

LESSON 4:
COLONIAL GOVERNMENT – BASIC RIGHTS AND CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT

Learning Objectives

Inquire Phase

• Explain how differences between colonial America and 
Europe affected the Founders' beliefs about 
government and individual rights

• Evaluate how you, as a citizen today, would view the 
limitation of many rights to white, male, property 
owners 

• Determine how the Declaration of Independence 
justified the arguments for separation of the colonies 
from Great Britain 

Learning Objectives continued on next slide



CHAPTER 2: FOUNDATIONS OF THE AMERICAN POLITICAL SYSTEM

LESSON 4:
COLONIAL GOVERNMENT – BASIC RIGHTS AND CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT

Inquire Phase

• Examine what the Declaration of Independence says about 
the purpose of government and protection of individual rights

• Define key words: Boston Massacre, Boston Tea Party, 
Committees of Correspondence, constituents, covenant, 
Declaration of Independence, established religion, First 
Continental Congress, Fundamental Orders of Connecticut, 
governor, indentured servant, Intolerable Acts, legislatures, 
magistrate, Massachusetts Body of Liberties, Mayflower 
Compact, Minutemen, primogeniture, Quartering Act, Seven 
Years War, Sons of Liberty, sovereignty, Stamp Act Congress, 
suffrage, Tea Act, The Laws and Liberties, writ of assistance

Learning Objectives (Cont’d)



CHAPTER 2: FOUNDATIONS OF THE AMERICAN POLITICAL SYSTEM

LESSON 5:
STATE CONSTITUTIONS

Learning Objectives

Inquire Phase

• Explain the basic ideas of natural rights, republicanism, and 
constitutional government contained in the early state constitutions 

• Compare and contrast the differences between the Massachusetts 
Constitution and other state constitutions

• Describe the main components of the Virginia Declaration of Rights 
• Defend positions on legislative supremacy
• Define key words: absolute veto, higher law, legislative supremacy, 

override, political guarantees, popular sovereignty, procedural 
guarantees of due process, representation, social contract, state 
declarations of rights, veto, Virginia Declaration of Rights



CHAPTER 3: CREATING THE CONSTITUTION

LESSON 1:
ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION 1781

Inquire Phase

Learning Objectives
• Explain why Americans needed a national government 

after the colonies declared independence from Great 
Britain

• Explain how the Founders designed the first 
constitution, the Articles of Confederation

• Compare the advantages and disadvantages of the 
Articles of Confederation

• Define key words:  factions, loyalists, majority rule, 
national government



LESSON 2:
CREATING OUR CONSTITUTION

CHAPTER 3: CREATING THE CONSTITUTION

Learning Objectives

Inquire Phase

• Describe the steps leading to the calling of the Philadelphia 
Convention and the initial purpose of the Convention 

• Describe the characteristics of the Framers who attended the 
Convention

• Describe the Framers’ agreement on how to conduct the business 
of the Convention

• Defend positions on how the Constitution should be developed: by 
Congress or by a special national convention 

• Describe the basic elements of the Virginia Plan and the New 
Jersey Plan and the differences between them

Learning Objectives continued on next slide



LESSON 2:
CREATING OUR CONSTITUTION

CHAPTER 3: CREATING THE CONSTITUTION Inquire Phase

• Relate the elements of the Virginia and New Jersey Plans to the basic 
ideas of government such as natural rights, republican government, 
and constitutional government

• Explain the reasons for the disagreements among the delegates 
regarding representation

• Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of the Virginia and New 
Jersey Plans for a national government

• Explain why the Virginia Plan was used as the basis for the new 
Constitution rather than the New Jersey Plan

• Define key words: delegates, equal representation, executive, federal 
system, Framers, House of Representatives, judicial, legislative, 
Philadelphia Convention, proportional 
representation, ratification, Senate, 
Virginia Plan 

Learning Objectives (Cont’d)



   
  Unit 6: Citizenship in American History and Government 

Balancing Power [U6C3L3] 
Performance Assessment Task 

1 

Performance Assessment Task 
  Unit 6: Citizenship in American History 
and Government 

Balancing Power [U6C3L3] 
 
 

This performance assessment task gives you an opportunity to document your achievement of the 
lesson’s competency: 
 
Assess how the powers granted to the legislative, judicial, and executive 
branches of government result in a balance of power 
 

   Directions 
 
For this performance assessment task you will summarize your knowledge about how the three branches 
of government share a balance of power. For this assessment you will: 

1. Create a Tree Map with three columns labeled: "Legislative Branch," "Executive Branch," and 
"Judicial Branch." Specify the powers granted to each branch of the government in your Tree Map.  

 
2. Write a summary explaining the balance of power in the three branches. Provide one or more 

examples of how the balance of power works to keep any one branch from becoming too powerful. 

3. Use the attached scoring guide criteria for what you need to do to complete this task. 

4. Submit your completed performance assessment task and scoring guide to your instructor for 
evaluation and a grade. 

RECOMMENDATION:  It is recommended that you add this performance assessment task to your Cadet 
Portfolio. 

 



   
  Unit 6: Citizenship in American History and Government 

Balancing Power [U6C3L3] 
Performance Assessment Task 
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Balancing Power Performance Assessment Task Scoring 
Guide  
 

 
Criteria Ratings 
1. Your Tree Map specifies the powers granted to the legislative, executive, and 

judicial branches of the government 
met       not met 

2. You summarize how the powers granted and denied each branch result in a 
balance of power 

met       not met 

3. You provide one or more examples of how the balance of power works to 
keep any one branch from becoming too powerful 

met       not met 

 
Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name:______________________________________ Date:___________ 
 
Evaluator’s Signature:__________________________ Date:___________ 



LESSON 3:
BALANCING POWER

CHAPTER 3: CREATING THE CONSTITUTION 

Learning Objectives

Inquire Phase

• Explain how and why the Framers developed the present system of 
representation in Congress and the advantages and disadvantages of 
this system

• Describe how Article I of the Constitution delegates explicit powers to 
the Congress and limits the powers of both the national and state 
governments

• Describe the “three-fifths clause” and the “fugitive slave clause” and 
explain what issues they were intended to resolve

• Defend positions on disagreements at the Philadelphia Convention 
over representation and slavery

• Explain the basic organization of the executive and judicial branches 
set forth in Articles II and III of the Constitution 

Learning Objectives continued on next slide



LESSON 3:
BALANCING POWER

CHAPTER 3: CREATING THE CONSTITUTION Inquire Phase

• Describe the limitations on the powers of the executive and judicial 
branches

• Explain why the Framers developed the Electoral College as the 
method for selecting the president

• Defend positions on the influence of the presidency over legislation
• Define key words:  appellate jurisdiction, apportioned, balance of 

power, bills of attainder, Electoral College, electors, enumerated 
powers, equal [state] representation, executive power, executive 
departments, ex post facto laws, fugitive slave clause, The Great 
Compromise, impeach, judicial review, legislative power, necessary 
and proper clause, original jurisdiction, proportional representation, 
separated powers, supremacy clause, 
treason, veto

Learning Objectives (Cont’d)

















Cadet Name: _____________________________________________ 
 
Date: ________________ 
 
 
  1.  (U6C2L2:F1)  Many of the buildings in Washington, D.C. are in the “classical” style, 
symbolizing our nation’s indebtedness to the ideas of ancient Greece and Rome. 

 
 A)  True 
 B)  False 
 
  2.  (U6C2L2:F2)  Which society had the greatest influence on the Founders’ ideas about 
government? 

 
 A)  Ancient Greece 
 B)  China 
 C)  The Roman Republic 
 D)  England 
 
  3.  (U6C2L2:F3)  Which philosophy stresses the rights of life, liberty, and property to the 
individual? 

 
 A)  natural rights philosophy 
 B)  classical republicanism 
 C)  classical rights 
 D)  all of the above 
 
  4.  (U6C2L2:F4)  When something is organized or classified to rank, capacity, or authority, what 
is it called? 

 
 A)  secular 
 B)  democracy 
 C)  morality 
 D)  hierarchical 
 
  5.  (U6C2L2:F5)  The American Founders did not belong to the Age of Enlightenment. 

 
 A)  True 
 B)  False 
 



  6.  (U6C2L2:F6)  You are very active in your community and your local government by 
volunteering and attending council meetings. What are you practicing? 

 
 A)  classical republicanism 
 B)  common good 
 C)  civic virtue 
 D)  capitalism  
 
  7.  (U6C2L4:F1)  What was the purpose of the Mayflower Compact? 

 
 A)  To establish a civil authority to make laws 
 B)  To establish a civil authority to appoint officers 
 C)  To divide up the new land 
 D)  Both A and B are correct 
 
  8.  (U6C2L4:F2)  In early colonial government, the governors had checks and balances placed 
on them.  What could they not do? 

 
 A)  appoint judges 
 B)  collect taxes without legislators’ permission 
 C)  remove a judge’s decision 
 D)  enforce a judge’s decision 
 
  9.  (U6C2L4:F3)  The American colonists agreed with the English on the idea that the security 
of life and liberty depended on the security of property. 

 

 
 A)  True 
 B)  False 
 
 10.  (U6C2L4:F4)  Who does sovereignty rest with in the United States? 

 
 A)  the president 
 B)  the people 
 C)  Congress 
 D)  the Supreme Court 
 
 11.  (U6C2L4:F5)  In early colonial America, women kept their legal identity after marriage. 

 



 
 A)  True 
 B)  False 
 
 12.  (U6C2L4:F6)  What ideas that were abused by the British government convinced the 
colonists to seek independence? 

 
 A)  trial by jury 
 B)  freedom of speech 
 C)  protection from military rule 
 D)  all of the above 
 
 13.  (U6C2L5:F1)  What was an idea included in the early state constitutions? 

 
 A)  free reign of the government 
 B)  right to vote 
 C)  no checks or balances 
 D)  one supreme ruler 
 
 14.  (U6C2L5:F2)  A system of government in which the legislative branch has the most power is 
known as what? 

 
 A)  legislative supremacy 
 B)  popular sovereignty 
 C)  representation 
 D)  higher law 
 
 15.  (U6C2L5:F3)  What provisions were in the Massachusetts constitution to keep the governor 
independent from the legislature? 

 
 A)  governor’s salary changes each year 
 B)  could not appoint judges 
 C)  power to veto laws 
 D)  both A and C are correct 
 
 16.  (U6C2L5:F4)  What differences are there between the U.S. Bill of Rights and the state 
declarations? 

 
 A)  popular sovereignty 
 B)  freedom of religious practice 



 C)  abolishing quartering of troops in civilian homes 
 D)  all of the above 
 
 17.  (U6C2L5:F5)  The declaration that the colonists to be governed by the new state 
constitutions possessed certain basic rights that existed prior to government and that no 
constitution or government could take away was known as what? 

 
 A)  political guarantees 
 B)  state declaration of rights 
 C)  procedural guarantees of due process 
 D)  natural rights 
 
 18.  (U6C2L5:F6)  What document was the first attempt by the colonists to establish a 
government? 

 
 A)  U.S. Constitution 
 B)  Bill of Rights 
 C)  Virginia Constitution 
 D)  Articles of Confederation 
 
 



Cadet Name: _____________________________________________ 
 
Date: ________________ 
 
 
  1.  (U6C3L1:F1)  What year did the newly independent states each create their own 
government? 

 
 A)  1774 
 B)  1775 
 C)  1776 
 D)  1777 
 
  2.  (U6C3L1:F2)  All of the following are reasons that Americans considered creating a national 
government, except for what? 

 
 A)  To control the citizens of the states 
 B)  To manage relationships among the states 
 C)  To unite America in relations with the rest of the world 
 D)  To help manage conflict among the states 
 
  3.  (U6C3L1:F3)  The Founders originally wanted a strong national government. 

 
 A)  True 
 B)  False 
 
  4.  (U6C3L1:F4)  What was the last state to ratify the Articles of Confederation? 

 
 A)  New York 
 B)  Delaware 
 C)  Maine 
 D)  Maryland 
 
  5.  (U6C3L1:F5)  What event convinced the people to strengthen the national government? 

 
 A)  Shays’ Rebellion 
 B)  The Revolutionary War 
 C)  The Battle of Monmouth 
 D)  The creation of factions 
 



  6.  (U6C3L1:F6)  The Revolutionary War was considered an accomplishment under the 
government created by the Articles of Confederation. What is the best reason for this? 

 
 A)  A large army was created 
 B)  European governments recognized America’s independence 
 C)  Slavery was abolished 
 D)  Taxes were abolished 
 
  7.  (U6C3L2:F1)  What year was the second U.S. Constitution written? 

 
 A)  1787 
 B)  1788 
 C)  1789 
 D)  1776 
 
  8.  (U6C3L2:F2) 

Fifty-five delegates attended the Philadelphia Constitutional Convention.  

What do we call these men who attended today? 

 
 A)  Delegates of the states 
 B)  Representatives of the thirteen colonies 
 C)  Framers of the Constitution 
 D)  Congressmen 
 
  9.  (U6C3L2:F3)  What plan was used as the basis for the Constitution? 

 
 A)  The Massachusetts Plan 
 B)  The Virginia Plan 
 C)  The New Jersey Plan 
 D)  The Delaware Plan 
 
 10.  (U6C3L2:F4)  All of the following were parts of the New Jersey Plan, except for what? 

 
 A)  Laws passed by Congress could be rejected by the states 
 B)  The national government could collect taxes from the states 
 C)  Congress could regulate trade between states and other nations 
 D)  Laws created by Congress could not be rejected by the states 
 
 11.  (U6C3L2:F5)  The New Jersey plan continued the system of government that was 



established by the Articles of Confederation. 

 

 
 A)  True 
 B)  False 
 
 12.  (U6C3L2:F6)  What was one of the issues not resolved by the Philadelphia Convention? 

 
 A)  How to select a state governor 
 B)  Which branch would have the most power 
 C)  How to select Supreme Court judges 
 D)  What powers the national government should have 
 
 13.  (U6C3L3:F1)  Which of the following is not a branch of the federal government? 

 
 A)  judicial branch 
 B)  law creation branch 
 C)  legislative branch 
 D)  executive branch 
 
 14.  (U6C3L3:F2)  Delegates from smaller population states were against proportional 
representation because they feared larger states would dominate the national government 
with more votes. 

 
 A)  True 
 B)  False 
 
 15.  (U6C3L3:F3)  Who is able to appoint judges of the Supreme Court? 

 
 A)  Congress 
 B)  the Senate 
 C)  the people 
 D)  the president 
 
 16.  (U6C3L3:F4)  Which of the following is not a part of the Electoral College plan? 

 
 A)  Every four years a president would be selected 
 B)  Larger states would have more electors than smaller states 
 C)  Each state would select members of the Electoral College 



 D)  The person who received the highest elector majority vote would become president 
 
 17.  (U6C3L3:F5)  Which of the following is a power of the Judicial branch? 

 
 A)  Deciding conflicts between state governments 
 B)  Removing the president from office 
 C)  Appointing members of the Senate 
 D)  Able to pass new laws 
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